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Chapter 9. Birth Defects and Disabilities 
 

Lawmakers in 46 states considered legislation pertaining to issues related to birth 
defects and disabilities. Among those measures, autism spectrum disorders 
accounted for the largest amount of legislative activity in 2007with 144 bills 
introduced on that topic. 
 

 

Figure 1. Birth Defects and Disabilities Legislation  
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Source: Health Policy Tracking Service, a service of Thomson West, June 2007 

 
In addition to the subtopics discussed in detail below, HPTS observed the following 
related actions:  
 

• Lawmakers in New Jersey and Pennsylvania passed resolutions addressing 
those affected by blood diseases. 

• Lawmakers in Illinois, Maryland, and New York considered bills relating to 
cerebral palsy. 

• Lawmakers in Pennsylvania designated May 2007 as "Cystic Fibrosis 
Awareness Month," while lawmakers in West Virginia included cystic fibrosis 
in its newborn testing protocol. 

• Lawmakers in Connecticut and Maine passed laws relating to early 
childhood screenings while California, New York, Ohio, and the U.S. 
Congress all have pending bills relating to early childhood screening.  

 
 
 
BIRTH DEFECTS 
In 2007, lawmakers in eight states introduced 12 bills addressing general birth 
defect issues. None of the bills were adopted, but bills in North Carolina and Ohio 
are still pending. 
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North Carolina H.B. 1022 and S.B. 520 would fund the state’s birth defects 
monitoring system. 
 
Ohio S.B. 76 would allow taxpayers to make contributions to the March of Dimes 
Birth Defects Foundation through their income tax returns. 
 
 
AUTISM 
In 2007, state lawmakers introduced 144 bills pertaining to autism. Legislators in the 
following states passed autism laws: Alabama, Arkansas, Indiana, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Vermont, and West Virginia.   Please note that, 
because of the volume of substantive autism legislation during 2007, this review of 
such legislation excludes resolutions, commendations, and legislative memorials that 
simply address the topic of autism without mandating or requesting action.  For 
example, a resolution declaring September 9, 2007 as “Autism Awareness Day” 
would be excluded from this review, while a resolution requesting that health 
practitioners take some specific action relating to autism would be included.   
 
Enacted Legislation 
Alabama HJR 23 established the Alabama Autism Task Force; 
 
Arkansas H.B. 2739 created the Legislative Task Force on Autism; 
 
Indiana H.B. 1428 requires every school corporation police officer or regular or 
special police officer assigned to a school to complete training on autism and 
Asperger's syndrome; 
 
Kansas S.B. 138 established the Kansas Autism Task Force; 
 
Louisiana HCR 115 was a concurrent resolution to urge and request the House 
Committee on Health and Welfare and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare 
to meet and to function as a joint committee to study and make recommendations 
with respect to autism spectrum disorders; 
 
Maine SP 707 clarified and affirmed the scope of services available to persons with 
mental retardation or autism; 
 
Maine HP 1256 clarified the definition of autism and eligibility for services from the 
Department of Health and Human Services; 
 
Mississippi H.B. 1267 created the Caring for Mississippi Individuals with Autism task 
force; 
 
Nebraska LB 482 adopted the Autism Treatment Program Act; 
 
New Hampshire H.B. 396 established a commission to study autism spectrum 
disorders in New Hampshire; 
 
New Mexico S.B. 197 was an act relating to health insurance.  It required a study of 
autism spectrum disorder services and system; 
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Rhode Island HR 6501 was a House resolution creating a special house commission 
to study the education of children with autism in the state of Rhode Island; 
 
South Carolina S.B. 20 requires health insurance coverage, including coverage 
under the state health plan, for autism spectrum disorder and to define "autism 
spectrum disorder" as autistic disorder, Asperger's syndrome, and not otherwise 
specified pervasive developmental disorder; 
 
Vermont SB 121 requires the agency of human services and the department of 
education to develop and implement a statewide initiative to sustain and enhance the 
system of care for individuals with autism spectrum disorders and their families; 
 
West Virginia H.B. 2189 requires county boards of education to make certain 
training available to all regularly employed teachers' aides and prohibits an autism 
mentor or aide who works with autistic students from transferring to another position 
after the fifth day prior to the beginning of the instructional term under certain 
conditions. 
 
ADHD 
In 2007, Illinois, Mississippi, and New York proposed bills relating to attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).  None passed, but one bill is still pending: 
New York A.B. 5388, which authorizes and directs the department of health to 
conduct a study on drugs prescribed to school age children with ADD and ADHD.  
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND SCHOOLS 
In 2007, 16 bills relating to special education programs and schools were introduced. 
Four of those bills were adopted.  
 
Enacted Legislation 
California H.B. 685 made technical changes to various provisions of existing law 
regarding special education and related services to conform the various provisions to 
the new federal regulations and update cross-references in response to those 
regulations. 
 
Georgia S.B. 10 included the "Georgia Special Needs Scholarship Act." 
 
Hawaii SCR 17-07 urged the Department of Education to study the educational 
implications of the special needs of preschool age children with developmental 
disabilities. 
 
North Dakota SB 2108 creates and enacted a new section to chapter 15.1-32 of the 
North Dakota Century Code, relating to students with disabilities resulting from 
noncategorical delays.  
 
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA 
In 2007, state lawmakers introduced 11 bills relating to sickle cell anemia and 
adopted five of those bills. 
 
Enacted Legislation 
Maryland H.B. 793 established a statewide steering committee on services for 
adults with sickle cell disease. 
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New Mexico SM 43 was a memorial requesting that the department of health report 
on the costs in New Mexico of sickle cell disease, which disproportionately affects 
African American and Hispanic New Mexicans. 
 
Washington HR 4654 and SR 8679 recognized the Metropolitan Seattle Sickle Cell 
Anemia Task Force. 
 
West Virginia H.B. 2583 expanded newborn testing to include tests for sickle cell 
anemia. 
 
 
FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER 
In 2007, 14 states introduced bills relating to fetal alcohol spectrum disorder.  Only 
one bill passed: Illinois HJR 41, which urges the Department of Human Services, in 
collaboration with the Departments of Children and Family Services, Healthcare and 
Family Services, Corrections, Financial Institutions and Professional Regulation, the 
Illinois State Board of Education, and the Illinois Planning Council on Developmental 
Disabilities to complete an assessment of existing State and federal assistance 
programs involving Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders. 
 
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
In 2007, 12 bills relating to multiple sclerosis were introduced in seven states.  Bills 
passed in Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia.  The majority of the 
bills that passed were either resolutions or proclamations recognizing the significance 
of this disease, while Virginia H.B. 2536 repealed the authorization of multiple 
sclerosis license plates.   
 
NEWBORN SCREENINGS 
In 2007, 15 bills relating to newborn screenings were introduced and two were 
adopted.  Note that this section does not include hearing screening for newborns, as 
that topic is covered under the “Hearing Loss” section of this chapter. 
 
Enacted Legislation 
Missouri H.B. 948 (1) Allows the department to release the results of newborn 
screening tests to the child's healthcare professional; (2) Requires specimens to be 
kept for five years after submission to the department and then destroyed unless 
otherwise directed by the parent or guardian; (3) Specifies that a specimen released 
for anonymous study cannot contain information that identifies the donor; (4) 
Specifies that the department has authority over the use, retention, and disposal of 
specimens and the information collected in newborn screening tests; and (5) Allows 
the department to charge a fee for the use of newborn screening specimens for 
public health research. 
 
West Virginia H.B. 2583 expands newborn testing to include sickle cell anemia, 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia, cystic fibrosis, biotinidase deficiency, isovaleric 
acidemia, glutaric acidemia type I, 3-Hydroxy-3-methylglutaric aciduria, multiple 
carboxylase deficiency, methylmalonic acidemia-mutase deficiencvy form, 3-
methylcrotonyl-CoA carboxylase deficiency, methylmalonic acidemia, Cbl A and Cbl B 
forms, propionic acidemia, beta-ketothiolase deficiency, medium-chain acyl-CoA 
dehydrogenase deficiency, very long-chain acyl-CoA dehydrogenase deficiency, long-
chain acyl-CoA dehydronenase deficiency, trifunctional protein deficiency, carnitine 
uptake defeat, maple syrup urine disease, homocystinuria, citrullinemia type I, 
argininosuccinate acidemia, tyrosinemia type I, hemoglobin S/Beta-thalassemia, 
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sickle C disease and hearing deficiency. 
 
HEARING LOSS 
In 2007, 39 bills relating to hearing loss were introduced in several states and the 
U.S. Congress.  Nine bills were adopted. 
 
Enacted Legislation 
Idaho SCR 103, Louisiana SCR 15, Maine HR 881, and Michigan HR 110 were all 
resolutions bringing attention to the issue of hearing loss. 
 
Maine H.B. 1335 establishes the Education Bill of Rights for Deaf and Hard-of-
hearing Children. 
 
Missouri HCR 43 endorses the "Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children's Bill of Rights." 
 
New Hampshire H.B. 140 establishes the New Hampshire Commission on Deafness 
and Hearing Loss. 
 
New Mexico S.B. 529 requires insurance coverage for hearing aids for eligible 
children. 
 
South Dakota H.B. 1250 revises the process regarding cochlear implants. 
 
 
DISABILITIES 
In 2007, lawmakers introduced 19 bills that address disability discrimination issues.  
Three of these bills passed.    
 
Enacted Legislation 
Missouri H.B. 818 states that insurance carriers must follow standards prohibiting 
the discrimination of eligible individuals based on physical or mental health, claims 
experience, medical history, genetics, insurability, or disability and premiums based 
on health status. 
 
New York A.B. 4932 clarifies the scope of protections against discrimination on the 
basis of disability under the New York state human rights law in the areas of public 
accommodations to be consistent with the federal Americans with disabilities act and 
the current policies and practices of the division of human rights; sets criteria for 
making accommodations. 
 
Washington S.B. 5340 addresses the definition of disability in the Washington law 
against discrimination. 
 
The tables on the following pages highlight measures that have been introduced on 
birth defects and disabilities during the 2007 legislative sessions. Measures that are 
pending are highlighted in blue.  Vetoed measures are highlighted in red.  Those that 
have been enacted are bolded and highlighted in yellow. Please note that the bill 
summaries provided in the table are based upon the introduced versions of the bills. 
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STATE
BILL 
TYPE

BILL 
NUMBER BILL SUMMARY STATUS

AL SB 221

Currently, there is no statewide registry for the collection of data relating to birth defects. This bill would establis
a system for the collection and verification of information concerning birth defects and other poor reproductive 
outcomes.

03/13/2007 READ FOR THE FIRST TIME 
AND REFERRED TO THE SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

ID HB 165

RELATING TO BIRTH DEFECTS FROM ALCOHOL; AMENDING TITLE 23, IDAHO CODE, BY THE 
ADDITION OF A NEW CHAPTER 15, TITLE 23, IDAHO CODE, TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN WARNING 
NOTICES RELATING TO BIRTH DEFECTS CAUSED BY CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL, SPIRITS, WINE 
OR BEER, TO PROVIDE FOR THE DESIGNING AND PRINTING OF THE WARNING NOTICES BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE, DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE NOTICES BY THE ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL DIVISION OF THE 
IDAHO STATE POLICE. 03/01/2007 (S) SENATE INTRODUCED - 1ST 

READING - TO HEALTH AND WELFARE

MN SF 2145

A bill for an act relating to health; classifying certain data as private; requiring informed consent for birth defects 
information; making available a visit by a public health nurse 03/24/2007 (S) REFERRED TO HEALTH, 

HOUSING AND FAMILY SECURITY 

MN HF 2114
A bill for an act relating to health; classifying certain data as private; requiring informed consent for birth defects 
information; making available a visit by a public health nurse

03/15/2007 (H) MOTION TO RECALL AND 
RE-REFER, MOTION PREVAILED HOUSING 
POLICY AND FINANCE AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH FINANCE DIVISION

MN HF 906
A bill for an act relating to health; classifying certain data as private; requiring informed consent for the birth 
defects information system; appropriating money

03/13/2007 (H) COMMITTEE REPORT, 
WITHOUT FURTHER REC TO AMEND, RE-
REFER TO HOUSING POLICY AND 
FINANCE AND PUBLIC HEALTH FINANCE 
DIVISION

MN SF 772
A bill for an act relating to health; appropriating money for the birth defects information system.

02/12/2007 (S) REFERRED TO FINANCE 

NE LB 56
FOR AN ACT relating to appropriations; to appropriate funds to the Department of Health and Human Services 
for alcohol-related birth defects prevention programs 02/13/2007 NOTICE OF HEARING (2/27)

NM SB 667
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
FOR THE BIRTH DEFECTS REGISTRY

01/30/2007 (13) DO PASS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED-SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE ACTION POSTPONED 
INDEFINITELY.

NC HB 1022
AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO SUSTAIN THE BIRTH DEFECTS MONITORING PROGRAM. 03/27/2007 (H) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

ON APPROPRIATIONS

NC SB 520 Funds/Birth Defects Monitoring

03/06/2007 (S) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS/BASE BUDGET

OH SB 76

To amend sections 1517.11, 1531.26, 5101.98, and 5747.113 and to enact section 3701.032 of the Revised 
Code to allow taxpayers to make contributions to the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation through their 
income tax returns

02/27/2007 (S) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
SENATE WAYS AND MEANS AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WI AB 185
relating to: the birth defect prevention and surveillance system. 04/30/2007 (H) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

ON RULES

2007 Legislative Activity: Birth Defects                                                     
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STATE
BILL 
TYPE

BILL 
NUMBER BILL SUMMARY STATUS

MO SB 532

Missouri's human rights law. For the purposes of human rights violations for discriminatory employment 
practices, the act changes the definition of "discrimination" from "unfair treatment based on" race, color, religion
national origin, ancestry, sex, age, disability, or familial status to "adverse actions motivated by" such factors. 
Currently the definition of "employer" includes persons directly acting in the interest of an employer. The act 
removes such individuals from the definition. The act supplants the current nomenclature describing the 
standard for discrimination. Currently, violations occur when an individual discriminates "because of" race, color
religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, disability, or familial status. This act replaces that standard with 
discrimination which is "motivated by" such traits. Employers may escape liability if they prove they would have 
taken the same action absent the discriminatory motivating factor. When an employer engages in a 
discriminatory employment practice that creates a cause of action and subsequently discovers evidence that wo

03/05/2007 (S) HEARING CONDUCTED S 
JUDICIARY AND CIVIL & CRIMINAL 
JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE

MO HB 818

SUMMARY: This bill establishes the Missouri Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
including provisions to make Missouri compliant with federal law and changes the laws regarding 
health care insurance...Carriers must follow standards prohibiting the discrimination of eligible 
individuals based on physical or mental health, claims experience, medical history, genetics, 
insurability, or disability and premiums based on health status; however, there will be no restrictions 
on the amount of employer contributions or from offering discounts or rebates for individuals who 
participate in health programs 

06/01/2007 DELIVERED TO SECRETARY 
OF STATE (G)

NY SB 5670

Clarifies the scope of protections against discrimination on the basis of disability under the New York state 
human rights law in the areas of publicaccommodations to be consistent with the federal Americans with 
disabilitiesact and the current policies and practices of the division of human rights;sets criteria for making 
accommodations.

06/20/2007 (F) SUBSTITUTED BY AB 4932

NY AB 6303

entities including exclusion fromparticipation or denial of benefits, services, programs or activities of apublic 
entity and refusal of a public entity to make reasonable accommodationsunless such entity can establish undue 
hardship; defines terms.

05/21/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 
INVESTIGATIONS & GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS

NY AB 6304

Clarifies the scope of protections against discrimination on the basis of disability under the New York state 
human rights law in the areas of publicaccommodations and in services provided by public entities to be 
consistentwith the federal Americans with disabilities act and the current policies andpractices of the division of 
human rights; sets criteria for makingaccommodations

05/21/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 
INVESTIGATIONS & GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS

NY SB 2831

Enacts the "Dignity For All Youth Act"; authorizes the office of children and family services to establish policies 
and procedures affording all children inOCFS facilities an environment free of harassment and discrimination 
based onactual or perceived race, national origin, ethnic group, religion, disability,sexual orientation, gender or 
sex; requires reporting harassment anddiscrimination.

02/12/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
SOCIAL SERVICES

NY AB 4932

Clarifies the scope of protections against discrimination on the basis of disability under the New York 
state human rights law in the areas of publicaccommodations to be consistent with the federal 
Americans with disabilitiesact and the current policies and practices of the division of human 
rights;sets criteria for making accommodations.

08/01/2007 (F) SIGNED BY THE 
GOVERNOR (CHAP: 0 )

NY SB 2172

Clarifies the scope of protections against discrimination on the basis of disability under the New York state 
human rights law in the areas ofemployment, public accommodations and government services to be 
consistentwith thefederal Americans with Disabilities Act and the current policies and practicesof the division of 
human rights.

02/01/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
INVESTIGATIONS & GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS

NY AB 3496

18, amd SS801a & 2801, Ed L - Enacts the "Dignity For All Students Act"; authorizes the commissioner of
education toestablish policies and procedures affording all students in public schools anenvironment free of 
harassment and discrimination based on actual or perceivedrace, national origin, ethnic group, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation,gender or sex; requires reporting harassment and discrimination to 

04/16/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 
EDUCATION

NY AB 3483

Prohibits discrimination because of sexual orientation by any individual or entity in the underwriting, rating, etc. 
of insurance policies; prohibits insurers from making any inquiry in an application for an insurancepolicy or in 
connection with the underwriting of such an application solelybecause of the applicant's race, color, creed, 
sexual orientation, nationalorigin or disability. 05/31/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 

RULES

NY SB 1571

g y
education toestablish policies and procedures affording all students in public schools anenvironment free of 
harassment and discrimination based on actual or perceivedrace, national origin, ethnic group, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation,gender or sex; requires reporting harassment and discrimination to 

01/23/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
LABOR

NY AB 2571

Clarifies the scope of protections against discrimination on the basis of disability under the New York state 
human rights law in the areas ofemployment, public accommodations and government services to be 
consistentwith thefederal Americans with Disabilities Act and the current policies and practicesof the division of 
human rights.

01/17/2007 (H) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENTAL 
OPERATIONS

NY AB 1613

Exec L - Enacts the "SAFETY Act"; authorizes the office of children and family services to establish policies and
procedures affording all children in OCFS facilitiesan environment free of harassment and discrimination based 
on actual orperceived race, national origin, ethnic group, religion, disability, sexualorientation, gender or sex; 
requires reporting harassment and discrimination. 06/14/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 

RULES

SC SB 442

TO AMEND SECTIONS 45-2-20, 45-2-30, AND 45-2-60, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, 
RELATING TO PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION PURSUANT TO THE LODGING ESTABLISHMENT ACT, 
CONCERNING HOTELS AND OTHER SLEEPING ACCOMMODATIONS, BECAUSE OF RACE, CREED, 
COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, GENDER, DISABILITY, OR MARITAL STATUS, SO AS TO ALSO PROHIBIT 
SUCH DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY AND TO DEFINE 
"SEXUAL ORIENTATION" AND "GENDER IDENTITY"; AND TO AMEND SECTION 45-9-10, RELATING TO 

02/14/2007 SENATE REFERRED TO 
COMMITTEE ON LABOR, COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY

SC SB 438

OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, ALL RELATING TO PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN 
EMPLOYMENT BECAUSE OF RACE, RELIGION, COLOR, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, OR DISABILITY, 
SO AS TO ALSO PROHIBIT SUCH DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER 

02/16/2007 SENATE REFERRED TO 
SUBCOMMITTEE: RITCHIE (CH), RANKIN, 
LOURIE, SCOTT

2007 Legislative Activity: Disabilities                                                       
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STATE
BILL 
TYPE

BILL 
NUMBER BILL SUMMARY STATUS
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SC SB 443

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976 BY ADDING SECTION 44-7-65 SO AS TO 
REQUIRE HEALTH CARE FACILITIES TO ESTABLISH PROTOCOLS ALLOWING A PATIENT TO 
DESIGNATE AN INDIVIDUAL AS AN AUTHORIZED VISITOR REGARDLESS OF THE BLOOD OR LEGAL 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE PATIENT TO THE INDIVIDUAL; TO AMEND SECTIONS 1-13-20, 1-13-30, 1-13-70, 
1-13-80, 1-13-90, AS AMENDED, AND 1-13-100, ALL RELATING TO PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN 
EMPLOYMENT BECAUSE OF RACE, RELIGION, COLOR, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, OR DISABILITY, 
SO AS TO ALSO PROHIBIT SUCH DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER 
IDENTITY AND TO DEFINE "SEXUAL ORIENTATION" AND "GENDER IDENTITY"; TO AMEND SECTIONS 
31-21-30, 31-21- 40, 31-21-50, 31-21-60, AND 31-21-70, ALL RELATING TO PROHIBITING 
DISCRIMINATION PURSUANT TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA FAIR HOUSING LAW, CONCERNING THE 
BUYING, SELLING, OR RENTING OF DWELLINGS, BECAUSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, 
HANDICAP, FAMILIAL STATUS, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN, SO AS TO ALSO PROHIBIT SUCH 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY AND TO DEFINE 
"SEXUAL ORIENTATION" AND "GENDER IDENTITY"; TO AMEND SECTIONS 45-2-20, 45-2-30, AND 45-2-6

02/16/2007 SENATE REFERRED TO 
SUBCOMMITTEE: RITCHIE (CH), RANKIN, 
LOURIE, SCOTT

VA HB 2252

Prohibition of discrimination based on sexual orientation. Provides that the City of Richmond may enact an
ordinance prohibiting discrimination in housing, employment, public accommodations, credit, and education on 
the basis of sexual orientation, provided that the scope of the protections provided by such ordinance are not 

02/02/2007 (H) TABLED IN COUNTIES, 
CITIES AND TOWNS (13-Y 8-N)

WA HB 1322

AN ACT Relating to the definition of disability in the Washington law against discrimination; amending RCW 
49.60.040; and creating a new section.

04/22/2007 (S) BY RESOLUTION, 
RETURNED TO HOUSE RULES 
COMMITTEE FOR THIRD READING

WA SB 5340
AN ACT Relating to the definition of disability in the Washington law against discrimination, chapter 
49.60 RCW; amending RCW 49.60.040; and creating new sections

05/04/2007 EFFECTIVE DATE 7/22/2007.

Health Policy Tracking Service, a service of Thomson West
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STATE
BILL 
TYPE

BILL 
NUMBER BILL SUMMARY STATUS

AL HJR 23
Alabama Autism Task Force, established (2007-20037)

03/26/2007 SIGNED BY GOVERNOR

AZ SB 1412
AN ACT making an appropriation to the department of health services for preschool early intervention autism 
treatment services

02/01/2007 ASSIGNED TO RULES 
COMMITTEE

AR HB 2739

AN ACT TO CREATE THE LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE ON AUTISM; TO PROVIDE FOR THE
APPOINTMENT OF ITS MEMBERS; TO DESCRIBE ITS MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 04/03/2007 APPROVED

AR HB 2449
AN ACT TO MANDATE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR AUTISM AND RELATED DISORDERS; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

05/01/2007 (H) DIED IN HOUSE 
COMMITTEE AT SINE DIE ADJOURNMENT

AR SB 93
AN ACT TO MANDATE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR AUTISM AND RELATED DISORDERS; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

05/01/2007 (S) DIED IN SENATE 
COMMITTEE AT SINE DIE ADJOURNMENT

CA SCR 55 Relative to autism spectrum disorders 07/05/2007 (H) TO COMMITTEE ON RULES

CA SB 527
An act to add Article 5.7 (commencing with Section 124017) to Chapter 3 of Part 2 of Division 106 of the Health 
and Safety Code, and to add Section 4643.4 to the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to autism.

06/07/2007 (H) TO COMMITTEES ON 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

CT HB 7280

To require the Commissioner of Social Services to take all necessary action to secure Medicaid funding for 
home and community-based individualized support services for adults who have autism spectrum disorders, bu
who are not mentally retarded

03/21/2007 FAVORABLE CHANGE OF 
REFERENCE, SENATE TO COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS

CT HB 7144
To establish a board, similar to the Board of Education and Services for the Blind, that will develop, coordinate 
and provide lifetime services for Connecticut citizens who have autism spectrum disorders

05/23/2007 TABLED FOR THE CALENDAR, 
HOUSE

CT HB 6917

To establish a board that will develop, coordinate and provide lifetime services for persons who have autism 
spectrum disorders. To establish an account for the board to use to pay for services.

02/09/2007 CHANGE OF REFERENCE, 
SENATE TO COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION AND 
ELECTIONS

CT HB 6326 To require a study regarding the increase in the number of children diagnosed with autism

01/19/2007 REFERRED TO JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH

CT SB 682

To allow people to check off on their personal income tax return a five-dollar contribution to the Autism 
Research Collaborative study to be conducted by Yale University and The University of Connecticut. 01/19/2007 REFERRED TO JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH

CT HB 5770
To improve health insurance coverage for persons with autism. 01/17/2007 REFERRED TO JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH

CT SB 277

To appropriate two hundred seventy-five thousand dollars to the Department of Social Services for the 
purposes of researching, identifying and recommending to the legislature, federal and state options as well as 
funding streams that can be utilized to fund services for adults with autism spectrum disorders without mental 
retardation.

01/16/2007 REFERRED TO JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES

FL HB 1341

John M. McKay Scholarships; authorizes John M. McKay Scholarships for students to attend home education 
programs & alternative schools; revises student eligibility requirements for scholarships & eligibility requirement
for school or program participants; authorizes John M. McKay Scholarship to fund certain community-based 
services for public school student with Autism Spectrum Disorder, etc. Amends 1002.39. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
07/01/2007.

05/04/2007 (H) DIED IN COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION INNOVATION & CAREER 
PREPARATION (SL)

FL SB 1642

McKay Scholarships/Autism Disorder [SPCC]; authorizes John M. McKay Scholarship to fund home-based 
early intervention program for child with Autism Spectrum Disorder; provides program requirements; specifies 
uses for scholarship funds; authorizes said scholarship to fund certain community-based services for public 
school student with Autism Spectrum Disorder; provides exemption from attendance requirement. Amends 
1002.39. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2007.

05/04/2007 (S) DIED IN COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION PRE-K - 12

FL SB 516

Autism Spectrum Disorder/Health Ins. [EPCC]; requires health insurer or HMO that offers major medical 
coverage to include coverage for treating minor for said disorder; defines term "autism spectrum disorder"; 
authorizes insurer or HMO to confirm diagnosis or review appropriateness of treatment plan; limits amount of 
annual coverage; provides that act does not affect licensure of health care professional or impair right to 
reimbursement of health care provider, etc. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2007. 05/04/2007 (S) DIED IN COMMITTEE ON 

BANKING AND INSURANCE

GA HB 252

To amend Article 3 of Chapter 2 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to prestige and 
special license plates, so as to provide a special license plate supporting programs for the treatment of autism; 
to provide that a portion of the funds generated by the sale of such special license plate be disbursed to the 
Department of Human Resources for the support of programs for the treatment of autism in Georgia; to repeal 
conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

02/01/2007 (H) FIRST READERS

HI SB 1902

Amends section 302B-4 to allow for a charter school focused on the education of children diagnosed with 
autism; creates exception to limits on charter schools. 01/30/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 

EDUCATION, SENATE WAYS AND MEANS

IL HB 3517

Amends the Early Intervention Services System Act. Provides that for purposes of the Act, "eligible infants and 
toddlers" (that is, infants and toddlers who are eligible for services under the Act) also means infants and 
toddlers under 48 (instead of 36) months of age who have been diagnosed with autism. Effective immediately. 03/23/2007 (H) RULE 19(A) / RE-REFERRED 

TO RULES COMMITTEE
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IL HB 3454

Amends the Illinois Police Training Act. Provides that the curriculum for probationary police officers in all 
certified schools shall include a block of instruction aimed at identifying and interacting with persons with autism 
and other developmental disabilities, reducing barriers to reporting crimes against persons with autism, and 
addressing the unique challenges presented by cases involving victims or witnesses with autism and other 
developmental disabilities.

06/15/2007 (H) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL HB 2002

Amends the Community-Integrated Living Arrangements Licensure and Certification Act. Provides that, subject 
to appropriation, the Department of Children and Family Services shall implement a project in 3 separate 
geographical areas of the State for the operation of 3 CILA homes for adolescents diagnosed with autism. 
Requires that a single service provider operate all 3 homes and have on its staff a behavior therapist. Effective 
July 1, 2007.

05/08/2007 (S) REFERRED TO RULES

IL HB 1825

Amends the School Code. Provides that the State Board of Education shall establish and administer an Autism 
Scholarship Program. Provides that in the 2007-2008 school year and the 2008-2009 school year, upon receipt 
of an application from the parent or guardian of an eligible autistic child, the State Board shall award a 
scholarship to the child, which may be used only to pay tuition for the child to attend a special education 
program that implements the child's individualized education program 

05/25/2007 (H) RULE 19(A) / RE-REFERRED 
TO RULES COMMITTEE

IL HB 1661

Appropriates $10,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the Department of Human Services for a grant to 
the Autism Program for an Autism Diagnosis Education Program For Young Children. Effective July 1, 2007. 04/23/2007 (H) ADDED CO-SPONSOR REP. 

NAOMI D. JAKOBSSON

IL HB 1535

Amends the Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Administrative Act. Requires the Department of 
Human Services, or independent contractual consultants engaged by the Department, to research possible 
funding streams for the development and implementation of services for adults with autism spectrum disorders 
without mental retardation. Requires the Department to report the results of its research and recommendations 
to the Governor and General Assembly. 06/14/2007 (H) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL SB 1628

Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code. Requires the Department of Healthcare and Family Services to apply for 
an appropriate waiver of federal law and regulations in order to provide medical assistance coverage for home 
and community-based services for children under age 18 with autism. Effective July 1, 2007.

03/16/2007 (S) RULE 3-9(A) / RE-
REFERRED TO RULES

IL SB 1253

Amends the Community Mental Health Act. Replaces the definition of "person with a developmental disability" 
with a definition of "developmental disability", and defines that term to mean a disability attributable to mental 
retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or autism or to any other condition that results in impairment similar to that 
caused by mental retardation and that requires services similar to those required by mentally retarded persons, 
not inconsistent with federal or State definitions. 06/28/2007 (S) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL SB 935
Amends the Autism Spectrum Disorders Reporting Act. Makes a technical change in a Section concerning the 
short title

06/29/2007 (S) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL SB 283

Appropriates $1,200,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the Department of Human Services for the 
operation of communityintegrated living arrangements for adolescents who have been diagnosed with autism. 
Effective July 1, 2007.

02/07/2007 (S) REFERRED TO RULES

IL HB 909

Amends the Community Mental Health Act. Replaces the definition of "person with a developmental disability" 
with a definition of "developmental disability", and defines that term to mean a disability attributable to mental 
retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or autism or to any other condition that results in impairment similar to that 
caused by mental retardation and that requires services similar to those required by mentally retarded persons, 
not inconsistent with federal or State definitions. 06/22/2007 (H) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL SB 51

Amends the Department of Human Services Act and the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that, for purposes of 
the Department of Human Services' disability database, "developmental disabilities" include autism spectrum 
disorders. In connection with Medicaid, provides that a person diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder sha
be considered a person with a "developmental disability" or a "person with a related condition" for purposes of 
determining eligibility for services under Home and Community-Based Services Waivers for persons with 
developmental disabilities, without regard to whether that person is also diagnosed with mental retardation and 
without regard to that person's IQ level, so long as the person otherwise meets applicable level-of-care criteria 
under those waivers. Effective immediately.

06/20/2007 (S) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL SB 79

Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. Provides that, in the development of the 
individualized education program for a student who has a disability on the autism spectrum, the IEP team shall 
consider and shall specifically address certain factors. Provides that consideration of these factors shall result in
the clarification of a school district's responsibility to deliver appropriate educational services for children with 
disabilities on the autism spectrum, but shall not be construed to require or mandate any specific services. 
Effective January 1, 2008.

06/20/2007 (S) SENT TO THE GOVERNOR

IL HB 383
Appropriates $1,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the State Board of Education for autism programs
Effective July 1, 2007

01/23/2007 (H) FILED WITH THE CLERK BY 
REP. MARY E. FLOWERS 

IL HB 220

Appropriates $500,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the Department of Human Services for hippotherapy
(horse therapy) services for autistic children and other persons suffering from conditions including, but not 
limited to, cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, developmental delay, traumatic brain injury, stroke, and learning or 
language disabilities who could benefit from such services. Effective July 1, 2007

01/31/2007 (H) ASSIGNED TO 
APPROPRIATIONS-HUMAN SERVICES 
COMMITTEE
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IN HB 1428

Requires every school corporation police officer or regular or special police officer assigned to a 
school to complete training on autism and Asperger's syndrome. Allows a governing body to adjourn 
its schools to allow teachers, school administrators, and paraprofessionals to participate in a basic or 
inservice course of education and training on autism. 05/02/2007 (H) SIGNED BY THE 

GOVERNOR

IN HB 1113

Allows a governing body to adjourn its schools to allow teachers to participate in a basic or inservice course of 
education and training on autism. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the commission on 
autism.) 01/17/2007 (H) REPRESENTATIVE KOCH 

ADDED AS COAUTHOR

KS HB 2369

an act concerning school districts; creating the autism scholarship program; relating to the administration 
thereof.

02/14/2007 (H) HEARING: TUES., 2/20/2007, 
9:00 AM, RM 313-S

KS SB 138
an act establishing the kansas autism task force; relating to the powers and duties thereof. 05/11/2007 APPROVED BY GOVERNOR -SJ 

1186

KY HJR 144

Direct the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to appoint an autism spectrum disorders work group to 
determine methods of implementing the recommendations of the "Report of the Kentucky Commission on 
Autism Spectrum Disorders"; require the work group to report to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and 
Welfare for the review and discussion of proposed legislation.

03/01/2007 (H) POSTED FOR PASSAGE IN 
THE REGULAR ORDERS OF THE DAY FOR 
FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2007

KY HB 91

Amend KRS 304.17A-143 to provide that "autism spectrum disorders" or "ASD" has same meaning as in KRS 
194A.620; prohibit deductibles, coinsurance, or copayments for covered ASD health benefits; require the 
maximum benefit for ASD to increase in accordance with the nonseasonally adjusted annual average 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), U.S. City Average, all items, between the two (2) mos
recent calendar years available, as published by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics for the prior 
calendar year; define "child" as a person from birth through 21 years.

02/06/2007 (H) POSTED IN COMMITTEE

KY HB 109

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 205 to require the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to submit an 
application for a Medicaid waiver to develop and implement flexible reimbursement and payment strategies for 
services and supports for individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) within three months of the effective 
date of this Act; etc.

02/28/2007 (S) TO APPROPRIATIONS & 
REVENUE (S)

LA HCR 115

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION To urge and request the House Committee on Health and Welfare and 
the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare to meet and to function as a joint committee to study and 
make recommendations with respect to autism spectrum disorders

06/27/2007 (H) TAKEN BY THE CLERK OF 
THE HOUSE AND PRESENTED TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE RULES OF THE HOUSE.

ME SP 707

An Act To Clarify and Affirm the Scope of Services Available to Persons with Mental Retardation or
Autism, (LD 1907) 06/20/2007 SIGNED - PUBLIC LAW, 

CHAPTER 356

ME HP 1256

An Act To Clarify the Definition of Autism and Eligibility for Services from the Department of Health and
Human Services, (LD 1801) 06/18/2007 SIGNED - PUBLIC LAW, 

CHAPTER 309

MD HB 521
Authorizing the creation of a State Debt not to exceed $500,000, the proceeds to be used as a grant to the
Board of Trustees of Sheppard Pratt Health System, Inc. for the design of the Forbush School for autistic and 

04/09/2007 (H) UNFAVORABLE REPORT BY 
APPROPRIATIONS

MD SB 401

Authorizing the creation of a State Debt not to exceed $500,000, the proceeds to be used as a grant to the 
Board of Trustees of Sheppard Pratt Health System, Inc. for the design of the Forbush School for autistic and 
emotionally disabled students, located in Towson; providing for disbursement of the loan proceeds, subject to a 
requirement that the grantee provide and expend a matching fund; etc. 02/28/2007 (S) HEARING 3/10 AT 10:00 A.M.

MA SB 595 AN ACT providing health care coverage for autism spectrum disorders

01/10/2007 (H) HOUSE CONCURRED IN 
COMMITTEE REFERRAL

MA SB 618 AN ACT relative to benefits for autism
01/10/2007 (H) HOUSE CONCURRED IN 
COMMITTEE REFERRAL

MA HB 2048

AN ACT REQUIRING THE REPORTING OF AUTISM BY PERSONS EXAMINING OR TREATING SUCH 
DISEASE.

04/24/2007 () HEARING SCHEDULED JPH - 
09/26/2007 10:00 AM A-1

MA HB 3838
AN ACT ESTABLISHING A PILOT PROGRAM FOR ADULTS WITH ASPERGER'S SYNDROME AND 
AUTISM

06/01/2007 () HEARING SCHEDULED JCF - 
06/27/2007 10:30 AM B-1

MA SB 281
AN ACT relative to intensive in-home services forchildren with autism spectrtrum disorder

07/11/2007 (S) REPORTED FAVORABLY BY 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE 
FINANCING (ATTACHED TO HB493)

MA HB 493 AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHILDREN'S AUTISM MEDICAID WAIVER

07/16/2007 (H) REFERRED TO HOUSE 
COMMITTEE ON STEERING, POLICY AND 
SCHEDULING
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MS HB 1317

AN ACT TO REQUIRE HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES THAT PROVIDE BENEFITS FOR NEUROLOGICAL 
DISORDERS TO PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR THE TREATMENT OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 01/30/2007 (H) DIED INSURANCE 

COMMITTEE

MS SB 2872

AN ACT TO REQUIRE HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES THAT PROVIDE BENEFITS FOR NEUROLOGICAL 
DISORDERS TO PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR THE TREATMENT OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS; 
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES. 01/30/2007 (S) DIED INSURANCE 

COMMITTEE

MS HB 1267

AN ACT TO CREATE THE CARING FOR MISSISSIPPI INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM TASK FORCE; TO
PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE TASK FORCE; TO SET FORTH THE DUTIES OF THE TASK 
FORCE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

03/26/2007 APPROVED BY GOVERNOR

NE LR 85

Interim study to direct the Health and Human Services Committee to study the availability of autism treatment 
programs in the state 04/24/2007 READ FIRST TIME

NE LB 483 Appropriate funds from the Nebraska Health Care Cash Fund for biomedical and autism research 02/14/2007 NOTICE OF HEARING (3/6)

NE LB 482 Adopt the Autism Treatment Program Act

05/24/2007 APPROVED BY GOVERNOR 
(5/24)

NV AB 525

AN ACT relating to health care; requiring the Health Division of the Department of Health and Human Services 
to develop a program of public education relating to autism; making appropriations; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto.

04/23/2007 (H) EXEMPTION EFFECTIVE

NV SB 368
AN ACT relating to autism; creating the Nevada Autism Task Force; making an appropriation; and providing 
other matters properly relating thereto. 

06/05/2007 (S) (NO FURTHER ACTION 
TAKEN.)

NV AB 130

AN ACT relating to education; establishing the Autism Scholarship Program to be administered by the 
Department of Education; authorizing the parents and legal guardians of certain pupils with autism or an autism 
spectrum disorder to apply to the Department to participate in the Scholarship Program; revising provisions 
governing the apportionment of money from the State Distributive School Account to provide for the payment of 
money for the education of pupils who participate in the Scholarship Program; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto.

04/14/2007 (H) (PURSUANT TO JOINT 
STANDING RULE NO. 14.3.1, NO FURTHER 
ACTION ALLOWED.)

NH HB 396 This bill establishes a commission to study autism spectrum disorders in New Hampshire.

06/20/2007 (H) SIGNED BY THE 
GOVERNOR ON 06/18/07; EFF. DATE 
06/18/07; CHAPTER 0171

NJ SB 2723
An Act concerning the reporting of autism diagnoses, supplementing Title 26 of the Revised Statutes, and 
making an appropriation.

06/21/2007 SUBSTITUTED BY A2306 (2R)

NJ SB 2574
An Act establishing autism awareness program and supplementing various sections of the New Jersey Statutes.

02/26/2007 INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE, 
REFERRED TO SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN 
SERVICES AND SENIOR CITIZENS 
COMMITTEE

NJ AB 4054

An Act concerning medical research and treatment of autism, amending and supplementing P.L.1999, c.105 
and amending P.L.2001, c.338 and P.L.2003, c.144. 03/08/2007 SUBSTITUTED BY S698 (2R)

NJ AB 4058
An Act establishing 1an1 autism awareness program and supplementing 1[various sections of the New Jersey] 
Titles 26 and 52 of the Revised1 Statutes

05/14/2007 RECEIVED IN THE SENATE, 
REFERRED TO SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN 
SERVICES AND SENIOR CITIZENS 
COMMITTEE

NJ AB 4056

An Act concerning early intervention services for infants and toddlers with autism and amending and 
supplementing P.L.1993, c.309.

06/21/2007 PASSED ASSEMBLY (PASSED 
BOTH HOUSES) (80-0-0)

NJ AB 4057 An Act establishing the New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force

06/21/2007 PASSED SENATE (PASSED 
BOTH HOUSES) (36-0)

NJ AB 4059
An Act concerning funding for the Autism Medical Research and Treatment Fund" and amending R.S.39:5-41.

06/21/2007 PASSED SENATE (PASSED 
BOTH HOUSES) (36-0)

NJ SB 2559 An Act establishing the New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force
06/21/2007 SUBSTITUTED BY A4057 (1R)

NJ SB 2569
An Act concerning funding for the Autism Medical Research and Treatment Fund" and amending R.S.39:5-41.

06/21/2007 SUBSTITUTED BY A4059

NJ SB 2568

An Act concerning early intervention services for infants and toddlers with autism and amending and 
supplementing P.L.1993, c.309. 06/21/2007 SUBSTITUTED BY A4056 (3R)

NJ SB 698

An Act concerning medical research and treatment of autism, amending and supplementing P.L.1999, c.105 
and amending P.L.2001, c.338 and P.L.2003, c.144.

06/18/2007 PASSED SENATE (PASSED 
BOTH HOUSES) (36-0)

NM SB 1014

MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND FAMILY OUTREACH.

02/12/2007 (21) DO PASS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED-SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE ACTION POSTPONED 
INDEFINITELY
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NM HB 463

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES DEPARTMENT FOR 
PROGRAMS THAT ASSIST CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS 
AND TO PROVIDE TRAINING TO STAFF AND CAREGIVERS

01/24/2007 (13) DO PASS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED-HOUSE 
APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE ACTION POSTPONED 
INDEFINITELY.

NM HB 375

AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC ASSISTANCE; MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR PROGRAMS TO 
BENEFIT CHILDREN WITH NEURODEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS, INCLUDING AUTISM SPECTRUM 
DISORDER

01/22/2007 (16) DO PASS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED-HOUSE 
APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE ACTION POSTPONED 
INDEFINITELY

NM SB 164

AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC ASSISTANCE; MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR PROGRAMS TO 
BENEFIT CHILDREN WITH NEURODEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS, INCLUDING AUTISM SPECTRUM 
DISORDER

01/17/2007 (4) DO PASS, AS AMENDED, 
COMMITTEE REPORT ADOPTED-SENATE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE ACTION 

NM SB 197
AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH INSURANCE; REQUIRING A STUDY OF AUTISM SPECTRUM
DISORDER SERVICES AND SYSTEMS 03/30/2007 SIGNED - CH.107

NY SB 6132
Establishes early intervention and detection program guidelines for autism spectrum disorders in children.

06/11/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
RULES

NY AB 8503 Provides for the autism detection, education and mapping program

05/16/2007 (H) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
ASSEMBLY HEALTH

NY AB 8496 Provides for gifts on tax returns for autism awareness and research
06/22/2007 (S) REFERRED TO SENATE 
RULES

NY AB 8316

Directs a study of the incidence of autism spectrum disorders in New York andan evaluation of state and local 
programs for persons diagnosed with autismspectrum disorders.

05/11/2007 (H) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
ASSEMBLY HEALTH

NY SB 5811
Directs a study of the incidence of autism spectrum disorders in New York andan evaluation of state and local 
programs for persons diagnosed with autismspectrum disorders

05/11/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
MENTAL HEALTH/DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITY

NY SB 5812

Requires schools to provide supplemental instructional after school programs for pupils with autism spectrum 
disorder.

05/11/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
EDUCATION

NY SB 5760

Requires the commissioner of the office of mental retardation anddevelopmental disabilities to report to the 
legislature regarding services topersons with autism spectrum disorder. 05/31/2007 (H) REFERRED TO ASSEMBLY 

MENTAL HEALTH

NY AB 7942

Requires health care professionals to report any diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder to a registry maintained 
by the department of health.

04/30/2007 (H) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
ASSEMBLY HEALTH

NY SB 5469
Requires health care professionals to report any diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder to a registry maintained 
by the department of health

04/25/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
HEALTH

NY SB 5610 Provides for gifts on tax returns for autism awareness and research

04/25/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
INVESTIGATIONS & GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS

NY SB 5674 Provides for the autism detection, education and mapping program

04/25/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
HEALTH

NY AB 7818
Authorizes the Nassau Suffolk Services for the Autistic, Inc. to applyretroactively for real property tax exempt 
status from the town of Huntington 06/22/2007 (H) SUBSTITUTED BY SB 5524

NY SB 5524
Authorizes the Nassau Suffolk Services for the Autistic, Inc. to applyretroactively for real property tax exempt 
status from the town of Huntington

06/22/2007 (H) RETURNED TO THE 
SENATE

NY SB 5078

Establishes the task force on adults with autism within the office of mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities to study, evaluate and developrecommendations relating to specific actionable measures to support 
and meetthe needs of adults with autism.

07/03/2007 (F) VETOED BY THE 
GOVERNOR (CHAP: 38 )

NY SB 4910 Establishes a gift for the autism awareness and research fund on the personal income tax form

04/24/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
INVESTIGATIONS & GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS

NY AB 7687

Establishes the task force on adults with autism within the office of mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities to study, evaluate and developrecommendations relating to specific actionable measures to support 
and meetthe needs of adults with autism.

06/05/2007 (H) SUBSTITUTED BY SB 5078

NY AB 6947
Creates the New York state autism council; establishes such council shall consist of sixteen members; 
establishes the duties of the council

03/22/2007 (H) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON 
ASSEMBLY MENTAL HEALTH

NY SB 4012
Creates the New York state autism council; establishes such council shall consist of sixteen members; 
establishes the duties of the council

03/22/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
FINANCE

NY AB 6096 Enacts the "better focus on autism now act of 2007".
04/25/2007 (H) PRINT NUMBER AB 6096 A
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NY SB 3176 Enacts the "better focus on autism now act of 2007".
04/19/2007 (S) PRINT NUMBER SB 3176 A

NY SB 3121

Requires health insurers to provide full coverage for the prevention, early detection, diagnosis and treatment of 
autism spectrum disorder; establishes anadvisory panel on health insurance coverage for autism spectrum 
disorder toannually compile a list of treatments and therapy options for which healthinsurers will be required to 
provide coverage; establishes a tollfree, 24houra day, autism and health insurance coverage hotline to receive 
and act uponcomplaints and questions from families with autistic children, relating toinsurance coverage for 
autism spectrum disorder.

02/23/2007 (S) INTRODUCED AND 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON SENATE 
INSURANCE

NY AB 4437
Creates the infantile autism biomedical research act; establishes the Center of Excellence for Autism; creates 
the governor's Council for Medical Researchand Treatment of Infantile Autism

06/05/2007 (H) REPORTED AND 
REFERRED TO ASSEMBLY WAYS AND 
MEANS

NY AB 539
Requires health insurers to provide full coverage for the prevention, early detection, diagnosis and treatment of 
autism spectrum disorder, includingexperimental treatments 02/09/2007 (H) PRINT NUMBER AB 539 A

NC HB 1420
AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO PURCHASE AND DEVELOP LAND AND TO CONSTRUCT A 
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY FOR ADULTS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER

04/12/2007 (H) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS

NC HB 609

AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS for the AUTISM SOCIETY OF NORTH CAROLINA FOR THE ASD 
PARTNERS TRAINING PROGRAM. 03/14/2007 (H) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

ON APPROPRIATIONS

NC SB 554 Funds/Autism Early Intervention
03/07/2007 (S) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON APPROPRIATIONS/BASE BUDGET

OH HB 170

To amend section 1739.05 and to enact sections 1751.68 and 3923.80 of the Revised Code to prohibit health 
insurers from excluding coverage for autism. 04/25/2007 (H) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

HOUSE INSURANCE

OH HB 128

To enact section 3701.135 of the Revised Code to create the Autism Diagnosis Education Pilot Program and to 
provide funding for the Pilot Program by making an appropriation for the biennium beginning on July 1, 2007. 03/28/2007 (H) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

HOUSE FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS

OH SB 98

To enact section 3701.135 of the Revised Code to create the Autism Diagnosis Education Pilot Program and to 
provide funding for the Pilot Program by making an appropriation for the biennium beginning on July 1, 2007.

03/13/2007 (S) REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
SENATE FINANCE AND FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS

OK HB 2089
An Act relating to public health and safety; enacting the Oklahoma Access to Autism Treatment Act ; providing 
for noncodification; and providing an effective date

02/06/2007 (H) SECOND READING 
REFERRED TO RULES

OR HB 3349

Establishes Autism Scholarship Program within Department of Education. Directs department to award 
scholarships to children with autism to attend public school outside of resident school district or nonpublic 
school. Directs Legislative Administration Committee to contract with researchers to conduct study of program. 
Allows department to use moneys from State School Fund for program. First applies to 2008-2009 school year.

03/16/2007 (H) REFERRED TO EDUCATION 
WITH SUBSEQUENT REFERRAL TO WAYS 
AND MEANS.

PA HB 1150

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, 
providing, in health and accident insurance, for autism spectrum disorders coverage and for treatment of autism 
spectrum disorders; and further providing for procedures

07/15/2007 (S) REFERRED TO BANKING 
AND INSURANCE, JULY15, 2007

PA SB 605

Amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An act relating to insurance; amending, revising, 
and consolidating the law providing for the incorporation of insurance companies, and the regulation, 
supervision, and protection of home and foreign insurance companies, Lloyds associations, reciprocal and inter-
insurance exchanges, and fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regulation and supervision of insurance carrie
by such companies, associations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by the State Workmen's 
Insurance Fund; providing penalties; and repealing existing laws," providing for autism spectrum disorders 
coverage.

03/20/2007 (S) REFERRED TO BANKING 
AND INSURANCE, MARCH20, 2007

PA SB 550

PROVIDING, IN HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE, FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS 
COVERAGE AND FOR TREATMENT OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS; AND FURTHER PROVIDING 
FOR PROCEDURES. 07/10/2007 (H) REMOVED FROM TABLE, 

JULY10, 2007

RI HR 6501
HOUSE RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL HOUSE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE EDUCATION OF 
CHILDREN WITH AUTISM IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 06/06/2007 HOUSE READ AND PASSED

RI HB 6130

This act would eliminate any waiting period for early intervention programs for autistic children.This act would 
take effect upon passage. 03/08/2007 INTRODUCED, REFERRED TO 

HOUSE H.E.W

SC HB 3468

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 38-71-280 SO AS 
TO REQUIRE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR TREATMENT OF PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISORDERS AND TO DEFINE "PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER" AS A NEUROLOGICAL 
CONDITION, INCLUDING AUTISM AND ASPERGER'S SYNDROME.

03/08/2007 HOUSE MEMBER(S) REQUEST 
NAME ADDED AS SPONSOR: RICE, 
OWENS, STAVRINAKIS, BEDINGFIELD

SC SB 20

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 38-71-280
SO AS TO REQUIRE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE, INCLUDING COVERAGE UNDER THE STATE 
HEALTH PLAN, FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER AND TO DEFINE "AUTISM SPECTRUM 
DISORDER" AS AUTISTIC DISORDER, ASPERGER'S SYNDROME, AND NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED 
PERVASIVE DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER 06/07/2007 ACT NO. 65

TX HR 1267
Requesting that the Texas Education Agency apply for federal funds for a resource center to train school 
personnel working with students with autism.

03/30/2007 (H) REFERRED TO PUBLIC 
EDUCATION

TX HB 3540 Relating to health benefit plan coverage for enrollees with autism spectrum disorder 03/21/2007 (H) REFERRED TO INSURANCE

TX SB 1585
Relating to the creation of a statewide autism spectrum disorders resource program. 05/08/2007 (S) LEFT PENDING IN 

COMMITTEE
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TX SB 1342
Relating to the establishment of an autism spectrum disorders specialist certificate for public school teachers.

03/19/2007 (S) REFERRED TO EDUCATION

TX SB 1049

Relating to the availability of online information relating to research-based programs and best practices 
regarding the instruction of students with autism and autism-related disorders in public schools. 05/18/2007 (H) PLACED ON GENERAL 

STATE CALENDAR

TX SB 1000 Relating to the accessibility of services for certain students with autism or autism spectrum disorder.
04/24/2007 (S) NOT AGAIN PLACED ON 
INTENT CALENDAR

TX HB 1984 Relating to the creation of a statewide autism spectrum disorders resource program
05/08/2007 (H) PLACED ON GENERAL 
STATE CALENDAR

TX HB 1224 Relating to health benefit plan coverage for enrollees with autism spectrum disorder
05/09/2007 (H) PLACED ON GENERAL 
STATE CALENDAR

TX SB 419 Relating to health benefit plan coverage for enrollees with autism spectrum disorder
05/21/2007 (H) PLACED ON GENERAL 
STATE CALENDAR

UT HB 407

This bill amends the Health Promotion and Risk Reduction chapter of the Health Code. This bill: . establishes a
advisory committee within the Department of Health to study issues related to autism and infant and toddler 
immune system disorders; and . requires the department to establish a public awareness campaign for parents 
and health care professionals regarding the causes and risk factors for autism and immune system disorders in 
infants and toddlers.

02/28/2007 (H) HOUSE/ ENACTING CLAUSE 
STRUCK

VT SB 144

Education; autism spectrum disorders; regional autism centers - This bill proposes to develop and implement 
regional autism centers to provide life-long services to children and adults with autism spectrum disorders.

02/28/2007 (S) IN EDUCATION

VT SB 121

Education; autism - This bill proposes to require the agency of human services and the department of 
education to develop and implement a statewide initiative to sustain and enhance the system of care 
for individuals with autism spectrum disorders and their families.

05/18/2007 GOVERNOR'S ACTION: SIGNED 
-- ACT NO: 0035 -- EFFECTIVE DATE:

VT HB 312

Education; autism spectrum disorders; regional autism centers - This bill proposes to develop and implement 
regional autism centers to provide life-long services to children and adults with autism spectrum disorders.

02/15/2007 (H) IN EDUCATION

VA HB 2572

Disabilities served by the Department of Rehabilitative Services; autism. Includes medically diagnosed autism 
spectrum disorders under the definition of "functional and central nervous system disabilities" for purposes of 
establishing the Department as the agency to coordinate rehabilitative services and to provide comprehensive 
assessment of the need for services. 01/23/2007 (H) TABLED IN HEALTH, 

WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS

WA SB 6122

AN ACT Relating to establishing the regional centers for Washington individuals with autism program; adding a 
new section to chapter 43.70 RCW; and creating a new section. 02/28/2007 (S) REFERRED TO WAYS AND 

MEANS

WA SB 6114

AN ACT Relating to the caring for Washington individuals with autism task force; and amending 2005 c 259 ss 
1 and 2 (uncodified). 02/28/2007 (S) REFERRED TO WAYS AND 

MEANS

WA HB 2290
AN ACT Relating to providing educational options for students with autism; adding a new section to chapter 
28A.155 RCW; and creating a new section

02/19/2007 (H) FIRST READING, 
REFERRED TO EDUCATION

WA HB 2253

AN ACT Relating to "Autism Awareness" special license plates; amending RCW 46.16.745 and 46.16.316; 
reenacting and amending RCW 46.16.313 and 46.16.725; adding new sections to chapter 46.16 RCW; and 
adding a new section to chapter 46.04 RCW. 02/14/2007 (H) FIRST READING, 

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION

WA HB 2195
AN ACT Relating to tax incentives for autism research and development; adding a new section to chapter 82.04
RCW; and providing an effective date.

02/13/2007 (H) FIRST READING, 
REFERRED TO FINANCE

WA SB 5886

AN ACT Relating to "Autism Awareness" special license plates; amending RCW 46.16.745 and 46.16.316; 
reenacting and amending RCW 46.16.313 and 46.16.725; adding new sections to chapter 46.16 RCW; and 
adding a new section to chapter 46.04 RCW. 02/05/2007 (S) FIRST READING, 

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION

WV HCR 81

Requesting the Joint Committee on Government and Finance study the statistical rate of autism among this 
state's population and to study existing autism services in this state as well as what need, if any, exists for 
additional or enhanced services 03/07/2007 TO HOUSE RULES

WV SB 637

 BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated 33-
15-22; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated 33-16-18; and to amend said code by 
adding thereto a new section, designated 33-16D-17, all relating to requiring health insurers to provide full 
coverage for the prevention, early detection, diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorder

02/19/2007 TO HEALTH AND HUMAN 
RESOURCES

WV HB 3086

A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated 
33-15-22; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated 33-16-18; and to amend said code 
by adding thereto a new section, designated 33-16D-17, all relating to requiring health insurers to provide full 
coverage for the prevention, early detection, diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorder. 02/15/2007 TO HOUSE BANKING AND 

INSURANCE

WV HB 2189

requiring county boards of education to make certain training available to all regularly employed 
teachers' aides; prohibiting an autism mentor or aide who works with autistic students from 
transferring to another position after the fifth day prior to the beginning of the instructional term under 
certain conditions; deleting obsolete language; and making technical corrections 04/20/2007 CHAPTER 86, ACTS, 2007

WV HB 95

A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated 
18-20-1e, relating to placement of instructional aides for exceptional students; and providing for placement of 
aides trained in working with autistic students 01/15/2007 TO EDUCATION
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WV SB 95

A BILL to amend and reenact 18-20-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend and 
reenact 18A-5-8 of said code, all relating to requiring county boards of education to make certain training 
available to all regularly employed teachers' aides; and, subject to other provisions, prohibiting an aide or autism
mentor from transferring to another position after the fifth day prior to the beginning of the instructional term. 02/28/2007 TO HOUSE EDUCATION

WI AB 417

An Act to amend 40.51 (8), 40.51 (8m), 66.0137 (4), 111.91 (2) (n), 120.13 (2) (g), 185.981 (4t) and 185.983 (1)
(intro.); and to create 609.87 and 632.895 (15) of the statutes; relating to: health insurance coverage of 
treatment for autism spectrum disorders. 07/06/2007 (H) FISCAL ESTIMATE 

RECEIVED

WI SB 178

An Act to amend 40.51 (8), 40.51 (8m), 66.0137 (4), 111.91 (2) (n), 120.13 (2) (g), 185.981 (4t) and 185.983 (1)
(intro.); and to create 609.87 and 632.895 (15) of the statutes; relating to: health insurance coverage of 
treatment for autism spectrum disorders. 08/02/2007 (S) REPRESENTATIVE 

STEINBRINK ADDED AS A COSPONSOR
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